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Chapter the passage of legislation of a confiscatory character.
__1    In 1924 an acting Governor of Tasmania assented
quite illegally to a bill passed by one house only in flat
defiance of his duty to preserve the law. In 1932 a
grave conflict between the Commonwealth and the
State in New South Wales was avoided only by the
action of the Governor in dismissing the ministry when
it defied the law; such action would have been im-
possible for a local nominee if appointed by the Labour
Government in question. It is an additional objection
to local selection that the Governor in the States still
has imperial duties to perform in the shape of the
reservation of State bills under the royal instructions,
and still acts as an agent of the Imperial Government
in addition to his normal function as constitutional
head of the State.
Provision for the case of vacancy in the office of
Governor is regularly made; to avoid partisanship the
Chief Justice is normally selected, but not invariably;
in the case of the Commonwealth the senior Governor
of New South Wales or Victoria usually is appointed
. to act. In case of temporary absence and for other pur-
poses the power to appoint deputies is accorded now
usually by statute, and is freely exercised, especially
in the federations, for specific purposes. The salaries and
expense of the Governors-General'and Governors are
defrayed from local funds; Canada is the most generous,
maintaining a semi-regal state and imitating the forms
of the British Court in some respects; at its request the
Governor-General has been received in Washington on
'a ceremonial visit with the same respect as would be
accorded to the King himself.
The office of Governor-General is constituted by